SAINTS GO WEST
A sober reflection by Monsieur Hiver

Bedford, New Forest x3, Brighton, and now rural Essex have all had the dubious pleasure of hosting the SMCC tour.  The ‘Go West’ part of the title refers to the teams we played: West Bergholt and West Mersea.  The irony is that they were the two most easterly fixtures we have ever had (until our tour of Kazakhstan in 2017).

The usual pattern occurred of the young things going up a day earlier that the old campaigners, this year indulging in some kayaking (I can row a boat, canoe?).  Mercifully (and extraordinarily), nobody was drowned, and the club scene of Colchester had to lock up their collective daughters in the evening.  

Early Friday evening, the tour party assembled at The Old Courthouse – which used to be (guess what) a Courthouse, but also the local clink and gallows.  Some of the less fortunate inmates were said to still haunt the place, but they rather sensibly stayed away for the weekend.  A huge meal was consumed, then before the adjournment to the bar, an entertainment misleadingly described as, “St Mary’s’s Got Talent” ensued.  Butch was magical, Jim waved a large vegetable around, Cobwebs went well over his 2 minute slot, and various people pranced around in scary masks.  Homer Simpson and Mr Burns made a brief appearance, and it was left to Chrissybabes to Rap it all up.  Outdoor greyhound racing made a brief appearance, as did impressions of club members.  Drinking continued until 5.30am.

Some cricket then briefly interrupted the drinking, and then it was straight into the fancy dress party, themed on Superheroes (but not existing ones, and they have to have a special power).  Snappy.  So, we had Duck Boy, Fat Policeman, White Van man, Tinkerbabes, Tourettes Man, Guarantee Man, The Slimfast Man, The Pen Is Mightier Than The Sword Man, the Neon Knight, Gannetron, Shot Man, Colonel Sanders, Roman Man, Persian Man and no doubt many others.  Passing traffic was somewhat put off by the sight of us, as was a local who we’ll all remember as the Porno Bush lady.  Derek did his bit for inter-faith harmony.
Sunday morning saw the traditional awards ceremony (see the video for details), and the unanimous opinion was that, once again, Saints had toured in great style.  Very many thanks are extended to Clown and his entourage for organising such an enjoyable weekend.
